Table 7: Comparison between principal and selected variant components of population change, Scottish areas, 2016 to 2026 





High migration variant 


Base population Natural Population 
Area Code mid-2016 change Net migration at mid-2026 
Scotland $92000003 770 263,662 5,669,132 
Council areas 
Aberdeen City $12000033 5,223 9,707 245,038 
Aberdeenshire $12000034 4,191 18,112 284,626 
Angus $12000041 -2,440 5,827 119,727 
Argyll and Bute $12000035 , -3,952 2,482 85,508 
City of Edinburgh $12000036 14,691 43,267 565,161 
Clackmannanshire $12000005 -53 696 51,917 
Dumfries and Galloway $12000006 -6,212 5,468 148,739 
Dundee City $12000042 536 3,742 152,548 
East Ayrshire $12000008 -1,351 1,911 122,806 
East Dunbartonshire $12000045 -1,216 7,548 113,592 
East Lothian $12000010 534 9,739 114,278 
East Renfrewshire $12000011 . 90 8,243 101,797 
Falkirk $12000014 7 8,298 167,886 
Fife $12000015 -1,585 14,085 382,737 
Glasgow City $12000046 14,224 26,632 656,651 
Highland $12000017 9,705 241,851 
Inverclyde $12000018 357 76,657 
Midlothian $12000019 10,547 101,370 
Moray $12000020 6,520 101,496 
Na h-Eileanan Siar $12000013 361 25,865 
North Ayrshire $12000021 1,943 134,023 
North Lanarkshire $12000044 6,248 345,488 
Orkney Islands $12000023 3 808 22,148 
Perth and Kinross $12000024 12,286 160,175 
Renfrewshire $12000038 7,271 181,704 
Scottish Borders $12000026 6,040 118,098 
Shetland Islands $12000027 17 147 23,471 
South Ayrshire $12000028 5,087 112,424 
South Lanarkshire $12000029 13,175 327,482 
Stirling $12000030 6,666 99,767 
West Dunbartonshire $12000039 y 1,253 89,851 
West Lothian S12000040 9,491 194,251 
NHS Board areas 
Ayrshire and Arran S08000015 8,941 369,253 
Borders S08000016 6,040 118,098 
Dumfries and Galloway S08000017 5,468 148,739 
Fife S08000018 14,085 382,737 
Forth Valley S08000019 15,660 319,570 
Grampian S08000020 34,339 
Greater Glasgow and Clyde S08000021 51,304 
Highland S08000022 32 12,187 ; 
Lanarkshire S08000023 19,423 672,970 
Lothian S08000024 73,044 975,060 
Orkney S08000025 808 22,148 
Shetland S08000026 147 23,471 
Tayside S08000027 21,855 432,450 
Western Isles S08000028 361 25,865 
Strategic Development Plan areas 
Aberdeen City and Shire S11000001 27,619 526,224 
Clydeplan $11000004 70,666 1,890,375 
SESplan $11000003 88,024 1,395,201 
TAYplan $11000005 27,068 512,352 
National Parks 
Cairngorms National Park $21000003 779 19,182 
Loch Lomond and The Trossachs National Park $21000002 -77 13,981 


Note 
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Low migration variant 


Natural Population 
change _Net migration _at mid-2026 
-17,661 101,499 5,488,538 
3,806 -4,623 229,172 
3,456 11,115 276,845 
-2,678 3,778 117,467 
-4,212 143 82,961 
10,871 9,998 527,924 
-163 -168 50,988 
-6,456 2,666 145,718 
-169 -1,987 146,091 
-1,502 447 121,227 
-1,397 5,853 111,778 
229 7,437 111,702 
-48 6,570 100,066 
-291 5,703 164,961 
-2,692 4,856 372,419 
10,394 -3,353 622,645 
-3,212 4,151 235,625 
-2,700 -598 75,711 
2,089 8,841 99,481 
-1,185 4,217 99,005 
-1,320 -94 25,398 
-4,027 50 131,986 
-1,214 1,293 339,934 
-410 480 21,822 
-3,138 7,463 154,826 
-2,169 3,765 177,693 
-2,656 3,471 115,344 
75 -301 22,993 
-5,155 3,255 110,471 
-3,641 8,282 321,977 
-782 3,232 96,004 
-1,256 14 88,552 
3,792 5,543 189,752 
-10,684 3,752 363,684 
-2,656 3,471 115,344 
-6,456 2,666 145,718 
-2,692 4,856 372,419 
-1,236 8,767 311,953 
6,077 10,709 605,022 
2,824 12,251 1,176,445 
-7,424 4,294 318,586 
-4,855 9,575 661,911 
16,981 31,819 928,859 
-410 480 21,822 
175 -301 22,993 
-5,985 9,254 418,384 
-1,320 -94 25,398 
7,426 6,383 502,673 
-1,819 21,776 1,835,527 
14,012 38,983 1,340,279 
-8,337 10,525 493,975 
-564 254 18,622 
-809 -358 13,649 


Data for each year of the projection period (2016 to 2026) for each variant by sex and single year of age is available in the 2016-based sub-national population projection section of the National Records of Scotland website under detailed tables. 
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